Report on the visit by Dr. David Rosenfeld, Buenos Aires, to
Tübingen as guest speaker at the 'Institut für Psychoanalyse' of
the 'Psychoanalytische Arbeitsgemeinschaft Stuttgart-Tübingen'
from 18th to and 26th of January 2014
The guest committee of the Psychoanalytische Arbeitsgemeinschaft StuttgartTübingen invited Dr. David Rosenfeld as a speaker at an event to celebrate Dr.
Friedrich Wilhelm Eickhoff's 85th birthday and in honour of Herrn Eickhoff's
achievements as a very distinguished founding member of the Psychoanalytische
Arbeitsgemeinschaft Stuttgart-Tübingen (one of the constituents regional
societies in the DPV). Dr. Rosenfeld was chosen as a speaker due to his longstanding friendship with Dr. Eickhoff (since the DPV Congress in 1985 where Dr.
Eickhoff read his landmark paper on the Nazi introject) and of course because of
his impressive psychoanalytic work with extremely ill and disturbed patients and
his extraordinary skill in treating the most primitive mental states.
We organised a series of events with Dr. Rosenfeld in Tübingen.
On Monday 20th January he visited the 'Verein für psychoanalytische
Sozialarbeit', which is a charitable organisation in Tübingen who runs a children's
home for autistic and psychotic children and an outpatient treatment centre for
autistic children along psychoanalytic lines and Winnicott's concept of a
therapeutic community. There Dr. Rosenfeld supervised a team of child and
adolescent psychotherapists who are regularly supervised by Dr. Barbara
Heinzmann, a senior member and psychoanalyst of our society. On Thursday 24 th
January Dr. Rosenfeld attended a lecture of Dr. Gottfried Barth, a psychoanalyst
and child psychiatrist (member of our society) at the University of Tübingen
(medical faculty) and engaged in a discussion with students of medicine about
the diagnosis and treatment of autism from a psychoanalytic perspective.
The two main events organised by our society with Dr Rosenfeld were a clinical
seminar on Friday 24th January and a presentation and discussion of Dr.
Rosenfeld's work with Benjamin, an autistic child and his family ('The Creation of
Self and Language') on Saturday 25th January. In the clinical seminar on Friday
evening, Anna Kravtsova, a candidate and shuttle analysand in our Society from
Charkow, Ukrania, presented detailed clinical material of her analysis of a
severely traumatised young women in identification with a depressed and
hysterical internal mother. Dr. Rosenfeld helped the candidate to recognize
hitherto concealed elements of the transference-countertransference dynamics of
this particular case and the participating group of about 20 candidates and
members of our society joined into a lively and fruitful discussion of the clinical
material and the treatment implications of Dr. Rosenfeld's particular transference
centered approach.
The following Saturday morning was an event especially in honour of Dr.
Eickhoff and a celebration of his 85th birthday.
The morning started with a short introductory speech by the Chairman of our
Society, Hermann Erb from Stuttgart, welcoming the almost 100 colleagues who
filled the lecture room of our Institute up to the last seat (with some of the
latecomers having to stand) and of course also our guest Dr. Rosenfeld from
Argentina and lastly, most of all, our 'birthday child' Dr. Eickhoff. Herr Erb
outlined some of Eickhoff's remarkable achievements as a founding father of the
'Psychoanalytische Arbeitsgemeinschaft Stuttgart-Tübingen' and he pointed out

some of his unique contributions to psychoanalysis, for example Eickhoff's
elaboration of Freud's concept of primary identification. Dr. Eickhoff himself then
spoke a few words of thanks, introduced the audience to Dr. Rosenfeld and told
us something about the remarkable personal and professional friendship between
him and Dr. Rosenfeld. Before Dr. Rosenfeld himself showed us his fascinating
film about his work with an autistic child patient, he also spoke a few personal
and heartfelt words to Dr. Eickhoff, appreciating their friendship and Dr.
Eickhoff's unique contributions to psychoanalysis.

After Dr. Rosenfeld's showing of his remarkable film we had a very lively and
engaging discussion with him, in which questions of the analyst's
countertransference working with severely ill patients, technical issues in the
treatment of autistic and psychotic states of minds, aetiological factors and
issues of the setting in child analyses were covered. At 12 midday the formal
part of the morning ended and all guests were invited to a buffet and a glass of
champagne. During this informal part of the event, issues raised in and through
Dr. Rosenfeld's film could be further debated with him and among colleagues.
The morning was then rounded off by a group of colleagues and candidates
performing some pieces of Tango music. This performance took our honoured
member Dr. Eickhoff and the guest speaker Dr. Rosenfeld by surprise and they
were both very moved by the music, which somehow also echoed the musical
and delicately attuned approach of Dr. Rosenfeld's clinical work.

The whole event with Dr. Rosenfeld was very much appreciated by the majority
of participants; as one senior colleague put it to me:
“ ..it was a very fine celebration, without pathos, but due thanks to the birthday
boy and our guest. The moderator's connecting words, authentic and close to
both seniors, the moving film, the helpful German translation and the informal
exchange were all fitting the occasion in key and mood, and so was the musical
accent too. Thank you for the buffet and for your care as director of the event”.

We thank the IPA and CAPSA for having made this memorable event to our
Psychoanalytische Arbeitsgemeinschaft in Stuttgart-Tübingen possible.
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