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Dear IPSO members: 

I am Francisco Somarriva Pinto, clinical psychologist and 
candidate of the Chilean Psychoanalytic Association – APCH. 
Since the beginning of my training, I have been able to meet 
candidates from all over the world thanks to the IPSO activities 
at the IPA Congresses of Buenos Aires in 2017 and London 
2019. I am grateful of these experiences, from which a study 
group on Psychoanalysis and Politics was born, composed by 
candidates from Germany, Brazil and Chile, proving that IPSO 
is maybe the best place in which psychoanalysts-in-training 
can know different cultures and ways of thinking 

Psychoanalysis, support their search for learning and development, and find opportunities to 
present their works and ideas to their peers. 

I believe that one of the best experiences that IPSO offers to their members is the Visiting 
Candidate Program (VCP), which allows candidates to travel and study in Psychoanalytic 
Institutes from other parts of the world. Being able to know other training models, how other 
candidates study and approach to psychoanalysis, and getting in touch with other countries’ 
original psychoanalytic theories and clinical practice are experiences psychoanalysts-in-
training can grasp during a VCP. Additionally, this program inherits a history of international 
collaboration and interexchange between psychoanalysts that exists since the beginnings of 
the IPA, which was encouraged by the impulse of Freud’s discovery. Nowadays, perhaps we 
are facing a change in the way we work with our patients due to the pandemic: psychoanalytic 
practice and training went online, opening new possibilities. I think the clinical experience 
acquired during the past months through our supervisions, seminars and training analysis, 
will lead us to think, produce and share, along with the psychoanalytic community, new 
problems, theories and clinical phenomena. For this reason, if elected ExCom Officer of IPSO, 
I will commit myself to strengthen the interexchange between psychoanalysts-in-training by 
promoting the VCP, actively supporting candidates in need or affected by the pandemic, 
encouraging the publication of papers on new topics and challenges of the experiences of 
candidates, and stimulating online seminars on topics suggested by the needs of our 
community. 

Finally, I think I would serve best to IPSO as Treasurer. I have experience doing accountability 
of some psychological associations in Chile, being the Chilean Order of Psychologist the 
largest, with more than 5,000 members. However, I am available for whatever position IPSO 
members would need me to serve. 

 


