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Sub-Themes
Taking into account your responses
to the ‘Call for Ideas’, we have identified
a number of sub-themes that may
interest you when you send in a
proposal to the Boston Congress
Scientific Programme Committee.

We are living in a fast-changing world, which
challenges the psychoanalytic ideals of reflection
and time for thought. How do these changes affect
the mind, our technique, and our consulting rooms?
The tools and theories we use to attend those
who seek psychoanalytic treatment are one of
the main focuses of this Congress. How have we
developed? Have we more to offer today than 50
or 100 years ago? How have new technologies
and other changes influenced our practice, and
how are we answering these various challenges?
What are the further developments in technique
and how do we deal with the impact of technology
and high mobility in our practice? The clinical and
theoretical presentations at this Congress aim to
show how different analysts think about and work
through these changes.

Theory & technique
• What is the unconcious today?
• The nature of the human psyche
• Psychoanalytic methods
• The nature of anxieties in the
21st century
• Psychoanalytic work in different
settings
• Creativity in a changing world
• Time and space in analytic work
today
Culture
• Times, ethics and culture
• Immigration, emigration and
mobility
• Oppression and anti-oppressive
practice
• Aging and death
• Addiction
Diversity
• New reproductive techniques
• New family configurations
• Sexual and gender identity
• Race and racism
• Homophobia, transphobia and
biphobia
Technology
• New electronic tools
and their impact on psychoanalysis
and the analytic setting
• Virtual reality and the internet
• The use of Skype for training, study
groups, treatment and supervision
• The ever-present connectedness
and how we think about intimacy
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Sending a proposal

Congress Structure

Proposals

All proposals must be sent in online by
visiting www.ipa.org.uk/congress.
An acknowledgment will be sent in reply.
Proposals may not be sent directly to a
member of the Programme Committee.

On the days following the opening
plenary and reception, the Congress
will start early in the morning with
courses and workshops. These will
be followed by two Major Panels that
will focus on a keynote speaker’s
paper on one of the Congress themes;
this presentation will be followed by
two discussion papers. Post-panel
discussion groups will be offered for
further dialogue and reflection. The
already formed Boston Groups will
also meet face-to-face at the same
time. The third Congress slot will
be devoted to Individual Paper
presentations. The afternoon panels
(two slots) will include Meet the
Author / Analyst sessions, Thematic
Panels, Clinical Exercises (a space for
analysts to engage with clinical material
in an open and spontaneous way), Small
Discussion Groups on Special Topics,
Film Presentations, and Empirical
Research Presentations. All activities
will incorporate time for questions
and discussion.

Proposals are now invited for the
following activities:

Our main objective is to have a Congress
where you have an opportunity to work
in depth on contemporary issues, to
discuss with colleagues the challenges
we face in our clinical practice, and to
determine which answers fit best with
psychoanalytic theory.

1 The title in the language in which you
intend to present and / or in which the
activity will operate.

Deadline
The deadline for us to receive all
proposals is 7 September 2014.
Decisions timeline
A decision will be made on the
acceptance or non-acceptance of all
proposals, except Individual Papers,
by 30 November 2014.
A decision will be made on the
acceptance or non-acceptance of all
Individual Papers by 8 February 2015.
Additional information
Registration for the Congress and
accommodation booking at speciallynegotiated rates will open in early 2015.
The Congress takes place alongside
the 23rd International Psychoanalytical
Studies Organization (IPSO) conference
with panels, lectures, and activities
organized specifically by IPSO. Further
details about the IPSO programme will
be made available in the registration
materials during 2015 and will be
available on IPSO’s website:
www.ipso-candidates.org.uk
Introducing ‘Boston Groups’
There will be a new initiative at this
Congress, the ‘Boston Groups’,
where small, international groups
of Members, Candidates and nonmembers will be able to meet before
(online) and during the Congress
to discuss the main Congress
themes. This will be an opportunity
for you to participate more directly
and actively in the Congress
proceedings and to benefit from
the extraordinary diversity of
participants at IPA Congresses.
Further communications about the
Boston Groups will be coming soon.

Congress activities will include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Major Panels
Meet the Analyst / Author sessions
Panels
Clinical Exercises
Small Discussion Groups
Individual Papers
Courses and Workshops
Posters
Films

Proposals are invited for some of these
categories, others will be arranged by
the Programme Committee.

•
•
•
•
•
•

Individual Papers
Panel Presentations
Small Discussion Groups
Posters
Courses and Workshops
Films

Proposals are welcome from IPA
Members, IPA Candidates and nonMembers of the IPA.
General guidance notes
All proposals must be made online
in the language in which you intend
to present, either English or French
or German or Spanish. Please ensure
that you load the correct language form
before you start your application. You
will be the principal point of contact
responsible for liaising with the IPA
London Office over the administration
of this activity.
When you make your proposal, you will
be asked for:

2 An abstract (no more than 500 words)
in the language in which you intend to
present and / or in which the activity will
operate. An abstract is not required for
Poster proposals.
3 A summary (no more than 50 words)
in the language in which you intend to
present and / or in which the activity will
operate.
4 The names and e-mail addresses
of those involved in the project (eg.
author and co-authors, Chair and
panelists, etc).
You will be asked to agree to the IPA’s
terms and conditions, which include
(i) agreement that the IPA can publish
your application, if successful, on
its website and elsewhere, and
(ii) a declaration regarding clinical
confidential material.

3

#IPABoston2015

You will also be asked to confirm if
your proposal is to be considered for
any of the IPA prizes and to indicate
your audio / visual equipment needs,
if your proposal is successful. The
Programme Committee cannot
guarantee that equipment requests
will be met.
Your proposal cannot be considered
without all these items.
Individual Papers
Each paper will be followed by
approximately 15 /30 minutes of
discussion. The Paper must take no
more than 30 minutes to read aloud
(as a guide, this means your paper
should be approximately 5,000 words
long). Your paper must not have been
previously published, accepted for
publication or read at an international
conference.
Papers sent in should ideally be
anonymous. Accordingly, your name
and other identifying elements should
be removed from your manuscript,
so far as possible.
The full and final paper, in the language
in which you intend to give it, must
be received at the same time as your
proposal. It is not possible to send in a
paper in one language but then present
it in another. You may not amend the
paper after you have sent it in.
Panel Presentations
Panels will typically focus on a single
topic and be composed of up to 4
panellists and a Chair. This should
be structured as 60 minutes for the
panellists’ presentations, including
the discussion between panellists,
and 30 minutes for audience discussion.
Proposals are strongly preferred
which relate to a Congress theme.
All presenters are required to have
read the presentations of their
fellow-panellists in advance and have
prepared a commentary on them as
part of the panel.
Proposals for panels that include
short extracts from films or TV

programmes should also be included
here (see the Films section below for
the terms and conditions that apply
to such presentations).
In making a panel proposal, you must
ensure that all proposed panellists have
sufficient fluency in the language in
which the panel will be conducted.
An example of a Panel summary would
be: This panel will deal with topic X. It
includes contributions from Dr A (on
aspect W), Dr B (on aspect Y) and Dr C
(on aspect Z).
Panels may be allocated a slot – if
accepted – during the Wednesday
morning (22 July) pre-Congress
sessions.
If your panel proposal is accepted, you
must send the full text to the IPA by 8
February 2015. Making a panel proposal
implies consent to this condition.
Small Discussion Groups (SDGs)
SDGs will last for up to one and a half
hours and will allow the audience to
explore a topic of mutual interest.
These may be associated with a
panel or lecture. Proposals should
include a Chair and no more than 5
invited contributors. Considering the
participative nature of this activity,
aggregate presentation time (the total
length of all presentations combined)
must be a maximum of 20 minutes.
In making a proposal, you must
ensure that all colleagues named have
sufficient fluency in the language in
which the SDG will be conducted.
Posters
Poster displays of research, clinical
and theoretical work will be considered
for presentation.
The poster itself is not required at this
point, but you should provide a title
and a summary. The maximum size of
the poster is 1 metre (3 ft) x 0.75 metres
(2 ft 5 ins).

Courses and Workshops
This is a three day activity designed for
authors and those who have specialized
in a particular issue / theme. Each
course or workshop should be a special
opportunity for in depth study with those
in attendance. These studies could be
on a specific author, field or any other
topic you may want to present.
Up to 6 contributors and 1 Chair may
be listed.
Films
Film sessions should be a maximum
of 3 hours in duration, including
discussion. Films without English
dialogue should be shown in a version
with English sub-titles, if possible.
Proposals should include the title of
the film, a Chair and up to 4 discussants,
and the language in which the post-film
discussion will take place.
You must confirm that you have
obtained all the required rights and
permissions for your production,
including signed release forms for
every participant (and, where they are
under 18 years of age, from their parent
or guardian), and that the IPA will not
be exposed to any claims for copyright
or other performance or related rights
– and if any such claims are made you
agree to indemnify the IPA against both
all claims and any legal costs the IPA
considers necessary to defend itself.
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Prizes & awards
A number of prizes and awards
are traditionally presented at the
Congress, including the Hayman
Prize, Elise M Hayman Award,
Sacerdoti Prize, Training Today
Award, Research Awards and
the Tyson Prize for Candidates.
Note that proposals for other prizes
and awards that are not connected
to a Congress proposal will be invited
in September 2014.
Sacerdoti Prize
This prize is for the best individual
paper by a relatively young author
who is presenting at an international
Congress for the first time. If you wish
your individual paper to be considered
for this prize, please tick the box on
the online form to confirm that you
will be under 50 years old on 31 July
2015 and that you have not presented
a paper at an international Congress
before. By sending in a proposal,
you will be asked to agree to make
yourself available to present it at any
time that the Programme Committee
chooses from the pre-Congress’
beginning (0800 on 22 July 2015) to
the Congress’ conclusion (in the late
afternoon of 25 July 2015).
Tyson Prize
The Tyson Prize is awarded for
an excellent and original clinical
paper by an IPA Candidate or by
an individual who has graduated
from an IPA Institute since the last
IPA Congress. A “clinical paper” is
one that describes the essence of
a psychoanalytic treatment. Three
finalists, one from each region, are
chosen and the winner is awarded
the Tyson Prize ($500; $250 is
awarded to each of the runners-up).
The finalists will be invited to present
their papers as part of a dedicated
panel at the Congress. If you wish
for your individual paper to be
considered for this prize, please
tick the appropriate box when
completing the online form.

Programme Committee
Sergio Nick
Chair

Harriet Basseches
Co-Chair, North America

Claudia Borensztejn
Co-Chair, Latin America

Dieter Bürgin
Co-Chair, Europe

Marco Posadas
IPSO Vice-President for North America

Alexandra Billinghurst
IPA Vice-President

Contact
www.ipa.org.uk/congress
ipa@ipa.org.uk
IPA Congress Team

@IPAonline #IPABoston2015
International Psychoanalytical Association
Other information
IPA Congresses normally
receive far more proposals
than there is room for at
the Congress so please be
aware that many high-quality
proposals may regretfully
have to be declined.
Proposals may only be sent
in electronically via the IPA
Website and a separate
proposal is needed for each
activity that you wish to
propose.
Even though you may
send in any number of
proposals, the PC will follow
the longstanding policy
of generally limiting each
participant to one activity in
the programme. Therefore, if
you include a colleague in your
proposal who is in another
activity accepted for the
Congress that colleague may
be asked to step down from
involvement in your activity.
Simultaneous interpretation
will be available for selected
activities at the discretion of
the Programme Committee.
Please do not request
simultaneous interpretation
for your proposal.
Please be aware that the IPA
will not pay for any paper you
propose to be translated
or copied in connection with
the Congress.

Rights
The IPA will disseminate
the papers presented at
the Boston Congress via
an online repository that
will only be accessible
by individuals who have
purchased a ticket for the
Congress. For this reason,
the IPA asks you to grant the
IPA a non-exclusive licence
to publish your paper on the
IPA website and in other IPA
publications, and to enable
the IPA to grant a licence to
journals to publish it in any
language. As the licence you
grant to the IPA will be nonexclusive, you will retain the
ownership of the copyright
and the right to use your paper
as you think fit.
Authors will be asked to
inform the IPA if a paper
contains clinical confidential
material that should not be
published. When you send
in an Individual Paper online
you will have the opportunity
to mark it as ‘Clinical
Material’. Such papers will
not, if accepted, be uploaded
to the IPA Congress website.
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Boston highlights

1

Boston Museum
of Fine Arts
A world class art gallery which
features the largest collection
of Monets outside France and
a stunning new Americas Wing
by architect Norman Foster.

2

Isabella Stewart
Gardner Museum
A vast palazzo built to house
one woman’s extraordinary
art collection from the Romans
to Rembrandt, now with a
beautifully subtle extension
by architect Renzo Piano.

3

Boston Symphony
Orchestra
Rightfully regarded as one of the
world’s best orchestras, a visit
to Symphony Hall is a core part
of the Boston Experience; or visit
the BSO summer camp in rural
Tanglewood, a beautiful setting
in the Berkshire Mountains with
a charming indoor-outdoor
performance space, allowing for
picnics on the lawn.

4

Harvard Art Museums
& Peabody Museum
A new state-of-the-art Harvard
Art Museums facility designed
by Renzo Piano (which unites
the Fogg, Busch-Reisinger and
Sackler museums) opens in late
2014, and would be in the “Top 10”
in its own right before considering
the other main cultural attraction
of the Harvard campus – the
Peabody archaeology museum

5

Boston Common /
Public Garden
One of the earliest public parks
in New England, this delightful
space is surrounded by
picturesque tree-lined streets of
old houses and quaint shops.

6

Institute of
Contemporary Art
A striking, brand-new gallery
(designed by American architects
Diller and Scofidio) cantilevered
over the waters of Boston Harbour,
a five minute stroll from the
Congress venue.

7

Freedom Trail
A 2.5 mile (4km) pathway
through Boston’s history and
historic buildings, telling the
story of the Revolutionary War
of Independence from England;
you can follow the trail yourself,
set into the sidewalk, or book
one of the many guided tours.

8

Boston Public Library
America’s first large
municipal library, by architects
McKim Mead & White, featuring
murals by John Singer Sargent
and a 1970s extension by Philip
Johnson.

9

Whale watching
in Boston Harbor
Boats leave by the Aquarium at
least every hour, and take an hour
or two to reach the waters where
the whales sport. Magical.

10

John F. Kennedy
Presidential
Library and Museum
Designed by the architect I. M.
Pei, this building is the official
repository for original papers
and correspondence of the
Kennedy Administration. It is
located on Columbia Point, near
the University of Massachusetts
Boston and relatively close to
the Seaport.

Kid’s highlights

1

Museum of Science
This museum has almost
everything, including a changing
series of hands-on exhibits, a
planetarium, and a 3-D movie
screen showing breath-taking
films of nature.

2

New England Aquarium
A world-class aquarium
that children love, on the Boston
Waterfront a 10 minute stroll
from the Congress venue.

3

Duck Tours
The fun begins as soon
as you board your “DUCK”, a
1940s-style amphibious landing
vehicle. You see the important
sights of Boston, and then your
DUCK splashes into the Charles
River for breathtaking views of the
Boston and Cambridge skylines.

